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The Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act is the world’s first Act that pertains to the handling of childbirth
accident reliefs. Its importance is explicit as the Act also provides the legal basis for medical relief mechanism in Taiwan
for the very first time. In addition to the analysis of childbirth accident relief cases applied in 2019, this annual report
statistically analyzed types of cases, levels of medical care institution, regional distribution, age of mothers at childbirth,
gestational age, parity, and possible causes of childbirth accidents of those applications after the implementation of the
Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act so as to get the whole picture of childbirth accidents occurred in Taiwan in

recent years.

According to Article 23 of the Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act, “the competent authority shall perform
statistical analyses and publish the results annually for the childbirth accident relief cases processed”. In 2019, the
Ministry of Health and Welfare received a total of 310 childbirth accident relief applications, of which 60 percent were
applied by medical care institutions as requested by the victims. With the medical care institutions being proactive
in assisting in the application process, not only that patient burdens can be reduced, but also that tense doctor-patient

relationship can be alleviated, reducing healthcare conflicts.

Exploring the types of cases receiving the relief funds, 29 cases were due to maternal mortality, 69 cases due
to major maternal injuries, 128 cases due to fetal mortality, 45 cases due to neonatal mortality, and 39 cases due to
major neonatal injuries. Further analyzing the cases according to the level of medical care institutions, cases applied
by medical centers was the highest in number (95 out of 310, 30.6%) due to their responsibility of providing acute and
critical care services as well as referral services, while midwifery clinics was the lowest in number with two cases. In
regard to regional distribution by the NHIA demarcated regions, cases occurred in the Taipei region was the highest in
number (86 out of 310, 27.7%), and the eastern region was the lowest in number with four cases. With respect to the age
of mothers at childbirth, the age group of 30-34 years was the highest in the number of cases (106 out of 310, 34.2%).

A total of 282 applications were approved, with a passing rate of 91.0%, by the Childbirth Accident Relief Review
Committee, and a total of NTD 161.8 million relief fund was granted. The funds granted due to maternal mortality had

increased the most according to the types of cases reviewed over the years.

According to the causes of childbirth accidents in the past years, “uterine atony / postpartum hemorrhage /
disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC)” were the top causes of maternal mortality. In addition to enhancing
hospital response and referral services, risk management also plays an important role in reducing unnecessary perinatal
complications. In regard to major maternal injuries, the top cause was also “uterine atony / postpartum hemorrhage /
DIC”. It is suggested that a mechanism of identifying risk factors before childbirth and treating actively after childbirth
should be established so as to provide a safer environment for childbirth. With respect to neonatal mortality and major
injuries, the top cause was “fetal distress (including perinatal asphyxia and antepartum fetal distress)”. Therefore, how
to improve early detection of fetal distress before childbirth and emergency responses for newborns after childbirth have
become an important issue. Analyzing fetal mortality, the top cause was “unknown causes of intrauterine fetal demise”.
As a result, it is critical to promote health education on fetal movement, monitor fetal growth for high-risk patients, and

provide appropriate medical treatments and referral services so as to reduce fetal mortality.

Reviewing causes of childbirth accidents under each category, developing a comprehensive set of policies and
procedures, establishing improvement plans, and optimizing resource allocation can together achieve the goal of
quality improvement to support comprehensive care. Through continued analyses of relevant cases and international

comparisons, the environment of maternal care in Taiwan can be further improved.
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