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Summary W4

The Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act is the world’s first Act that pertains to the
handling of childbirth accident reliefs. To reduce childbirth complications of women, the government
has established this medical relief mechanism, which clearly stipulates the protection of women,
fetuses and newborns during labor and delivery process to receive prompt relief in case of childbirth
accidents. Moreover, the Act promotes good communication between pregnant women and medical
personnel, reducing medical disputes and establishing reporting and improvement mechanisms which
in turn improve health and safety protection of women at childbirth.

According to Article 23 of the Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act, "the competent
authority shall perform statistical analyses and publish the results annually for the childbirth accident
relief cases processed.” In 2018, the Ministry received a total of 290 childbirth accident relief
applications, of which 24 for maternal mortality and 52 for major maternal injuries; and 142 for fetal
mortality, 44 for neonatal mortality and 28 for major neonatal injuries. A total of 275 applications were
approved, with a passing rate of 94.8%, by the Childbirth Accident Relief Review Committee, and a
total of NTD 151.1 million relief fund was granted.

In addition to the analysis of childbirth accident relief cases applied in 2018, this annual report
has analyzed types of cases, regional distribution, levels of medical care institution, age of mothers
at childbirth, gestational age, birth paraity, and possible causes of childbirth accidents for those
applications after the implementation of the Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act so as to get the
whole picture of childbirth accidents occurred in Taiwan in recent years. However, since the duration
of the implementation and the number of cases were limited, it was difficult to evaluate the long-term
trends against the international experiences. Still, through the promotion of the relief system and the
collection and analysis of relevant data, we can improve the environment of maternal care and thereby

improve the maternal and reproductive health in Taiwan.
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