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Despite the advances in medical technology today, numerous risks of injuries and deaths
associated with pregnancy and childbirth remain. To alleviate these risks and provide a safe
childbirth environment, the Taiwanese government officially implemented the Childbirth Accident
Emergency Relief Act on June 30, 2016, to provide reliefs to families with accidents associated with

pregnancy and childbirth in a timely manner and to reduce their financial burden.

According to Article 23 of the Act, “the competent authority shall perform statistical analyses
and publish the results annually for the childbirth accident relief cases processed”. In 2022, the
Ministry of Health and Welfare received a total of 326 childbirth accident relief applications, of
which 22 for maternal mortality and 63 for major maternal injuries; 149 for fetal mortality, 59 for
neonatal mortality and 33 for major neonatal injuries. A total of 297 applications were approved,
with a approval rate of 91.1%, by the Childbirth Accident Relief Review Committee, and a total of
NTD 201.3 million relief fund was granted.

Reviewing the causes of childbirth accidents over the past years, the high-risk pregnant women
with existing diseases or pregnancy complications are advised to more rigorously monitor and
manage their blood pressure and blood sugar and comply medical treatment to prevent perinatal
complications. Meanwhile, healthcare institutions must strengthen their risk recognition abilities of
risk factors and reinforce emergency response training and the referral mechanism to provide timely
and appropriate medical treatment, thereby improving quality of maternal and newborn care and
reducing injuries or deaths caused by childbirth accidents. In addition, regular education and training
programs should be provided to enhance the awareness of clinical staff on maternal safety and health
care. A reasonable and comprehensive network should be constructed to provide safe and appropriate

maternal and newborn care with the combined efforts and assistance of all relevant parties.

The Ministry has made maternal and newborn safety as one of the patient safety annual goals
through comprehensive obstetric risk control, safeguarding pregnant women and newborns, and
preventing childbirth accidents. Strategies related to maternal and newborn safety shall be planned
and implemented through early recognition and prevention of risks, establishment of correct concepts
of health care during pregnancy and childbirth, and prevention of pregnancy complications. MOHW
shall continuously integrated different resources in building a comprehensive perinatal and neonatal
healthcare system, thereby providing a safe childbirth environment and improving the quality of

perinatal care.
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