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The Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act 1s an Act stipulated to reduce childbirth complications and
medical disputes and to improve health and safety of women at childbirth. The Act 1s not only the legal basis for
medical relief mechanism m Taiwan but also the world’s first Act that pertains to the handling of childbirth accident
reliefs. According to Article 23 of the Act, “the competent authority shall perform statistical analyses and publish the

results annually for the childbirth accident relief cases processed™.

In addition to the analysis of childbirth accident relief cases applied in 2020, this annual report statistically
analyzed types of cases, levels of medical care institution, regional distribution, age of mothers at childbirth,
oestational age, birth parity, and possible causes of childbirth accidents of the applications smce the implementation
of the Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act in June 2016 so as to get the whole picture of childbirth accidents

occurred 1n Taiwan 1n recent years.

In 2020, the Mmustry of Health and Welfare received a total of 356 childbirth accident reliet applications, of
which 32 for maternal mortality and 63 for major maternal mjuries; 1358 for fetal mortality, 57 for neonatal mortality

and 46 for major neonatal mjuries. A total of 328 applications were approved, with a passing rate of 92.1%., by the
Childbirth Accident Reliet Review Commuttee, and a total of NTD 244 .4 million relief fund was granted.

Reviewimg childbirth accidents occurred over the past years, 1t 1s suggested that to prevent and reduce maternal
mortality, an mdividualized care model should be developed for high-risk pregnancy, and hospital response and
referral services should also be enhanced. In regard to major maternal injuries, 1t 1s critical to 1identify risk factors for
high-risk pregnancy before childbirth, improve cross-departmental communication and emergency response capacity,
and 1mplement effective referral mechanisms and procedures so as to provide a safer environment for childbirth. With
respect to neonatal mortality and major mjuries, how to improve early detection of fetal distress before childbirth
and emergency responses for newborns have become an important 1ssue. Moreover, pregnancy complications during
perinatal period should be noted to prevent childbirth accidents. Analyzing fetal mortality, unknown causes of death
in the uterus have been reduced; however, 1t 1s vital to promote health education on fetal movement, monitor fetal
orowth for high-risk pregnancy, and improve control measures and treatments of medical and surgical disorders in

pregnancy so as to reduce fetal mortality.

This year, by analyzing the causes and assessing the risk factors for childbirth accidents, the Ministry has
developed six bundles of risk management 1n obstetric safety. Based on the risk management framework, avoidable
and preventable factors can be 1dentified, and improvement plans and measures for those high-risk factors can be
established. Morecover, interministerial cooperation and industry, academia and government collaborations play big
roles 1n achieving the goal of quality improvement to support comprehensive pregnancy care. Looking to the future,
through continued analyses and international comparisons, we believe that perinatal care as well as safety and quality

in maternal and neonatal care can be further improved.
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