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The Ministry of Health and Welfare has continuously strengthened the safety
of perinatal care since the implementation of the Childbirth Accident Emergency
Relief Act in 2016, in response to Taiwan's declining birthrate and aging population.
Through comprehensive measures such as increasing the frequency of prenatal
checkups, enhancing clinical training for medical institutions, and advancing public
health education, the Ministry has integrated perinatal, pediatric, and critical care
resources to improve both the quality and capacity of medical care. In addition,
timely relief and support have been provided to families affected by childbirth

accidents.

According to Article 23 of the Act, "the competent authority shall perform
statistical analyses and publish annual reports on processed childbirth accident
relief cases." In 2024, the Ministry of Health and Welfare received a total of 297
applications for childbirth accident relief, including 14 for maternal mortality, 53 for
major maternal injuries; 143 for fetal mortality, 55 for neonatal mortality and 32 for
major neonatal injuries. A total of 260 applications were approved, resulting in a
passing rate of 87.5% approved by the Childbirth Accident Relief Review Committee,
with a total relief fund of NTD 167 million granted.

Analysis of the 2024 data showed that amniotic fluid embolism was the leading
cause of maternal deaths and sever to profound disability. It is recommended that
medical institutions enhance their capacity in high-risk assessment, emergency
response, and interdisciplinary communication to improve treatment outcomes
and prognosis. Nearly all cases of hysterectomy were triggered by postpartum
hemorrhage, which was mainly caused by placenta accreta, uterine atony, placenta
previa, and vaginal lacerations. Early conservative interventions such as intrauterine
balloon tamponade or uterine artery embolization may offer uterus-preserving

alternatives.
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Most neonatal deaths and major injuries were attributed to brain abnormalities
with hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy and intracranial hemorrhage. These were
often associated with fetal distress and placental abruption, leading to complications
such as meconium aspiration syndrome. Therefore, close fetal monitoring and
prompt intervention during the prenatal and intrapartum periods are essential to

prevent neonatal brain injury and death.

Fetal deaths had diverse potential causes. Preventive efforts should focus not
only on regular prenatal examinations, healthy lifestyle habits, and fetal movement
monitoring, but also on actively managing high-risk perinatal factors such as

pregnancy-induced hypertension.

Looking ahead, the Ministry will continue to enhance the resilience and equity
of Taiwan's perinatal care system through integrated mechanisms, improved clinical
training, inter-hospital collaboration, referral mechanisms, and ongoing public
health education. These initiatives aim to reduce adverse perinatal outcomes and

protect the health and safety of mothers and newborns.
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